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reign Alcuin died. In 806 he was driven out
by (30) Elfwald, of unknown parentage, but by
the help of the Emperor Charlemagne he was
restored in 808. He died in 810, and was suc-
ceeded by his son (31) Eanred, who was the last
king but one of the royal house, and the last in-
dependent king of Northumbria^ dying iti 840,,
and being succeeded by his son (32) Ethelred II,
expelled in 844, restored in the same year, and
killed sine prole in 848.

This, as has been said, is a most bewildering list.
It is, however, convenient to have it stated at
length, inasmuch as several of these kings are
named in a noteworthy manner in the letters of
Alcuin. To emphasize the view that Alcuin took
of the state of Northumbria, the list just given
may be summarized thus, it being borne in mind
that every king who reigned in Alcuin's time after
Eadbertfs death in 758 is included in the summary.
Oswulf, murdered 759; Ethelwald, deprived 765 ;
Alchred, banished 774; Ethelred, expelled 779;
Alfwold, murdered 788; Osred, deposed 789;
Ethelred, killed by his own people, 796; Osbald,
expelled 797; Eardulf, expelled 806.

The Venerable Bede had said in his letter to
Archbishop Ecgbert in 735 that unless some very
great change for the better was made in all walks
of life in Northumbria, that country would find its
men quite unable to defend it successfully if an
invasion took place. We have seen that so far as
the reigning persons were concerned, the change
was for the worse j we have now to see how
bitterly true Bedels prophecy, or rather his cal-
culation of the necessary consequences, proved to